Rope Tow 3. Skiers waiting in line to ride up The Wall.



Warren Miller
on Rope Tows

Renowned ski filmmaker and nar-
rator, photographer, artist, author,
and historian Warren Miller skied
Mammoth Mountain throughout
his career. He developed a deep
affection and respect for Dave
McCoy and his endeavors.

Dravid Fritschi, Jr. riding a rope tow on the
upper part of Mammoth Mountain, July 4,
1948,

cMammoth Rope Tows

Warren Miller's Warld

FREEDOM FOR A TWO-DOLLAR BILL

For all of you people out there who
pren’t old enouch 10 know what a rope
tow is, fet me describe one. Imagine n
plece of rope thist stretiches from the bot-
tom of the ski bill 1o the top. Made of
hemp and wsually spliced in hall a dozen
plices, it ran enillessly around n cirive
wheel somewhere and dragged in the
snow 'on the way up the hill. On the way
back: down, it humg loosely over halfl
toren nutomohbile wheels, cach bolted Lo
u canvenient trée somewhere. A the rope
dragged through the snow. on the way
up, it abzorbed untoll gallons of melted
snow, Since it was madde out of hemy it
cotild sbsork a lot By mid-aftermoon, the
wiet rope got so heaey that it Look o strong
skier (o hold it while ridiog (nnd 1 ase this
term loosely) up,

To ride up, vou steod with vour <kis
paralle]l 1o the mpidly moving rope,
held sour hand oul and put it around
the rope, gradunily increasing your grip
until ¥ou started skitng up the hill at the
aame rate of speed as the rope. “This denth
erip usunlly coused you to squeeze oul i
quart ar more of wel, stushy, vocko waler
thint squirted all over vour ski pants and
parki

I vou tlnred 1o wear just n sweater and
the rope touched it the wool woulid ao-
tomatically gel wrapped arownid the rope
by the time you god to the top. There were
no safety devices on the ropes until sodme-
time in the 19505 50 ns the rope began
to climb into the shick where the auto-
maobile engine was povwering il o signifi-
cant part of your swester wotlkd continue
with the rope as you [ell to the groumnd
exhatisted and half naked

You could ride o rope tow ... until you
were =0 exhausted that you coubd easily
fall psleep in the bick of vour car, where
you were living in the parking Jot on
weekenils,

Sure rope tows were wet, messy, and
exhausting, but they were cheag. Anyvane
with a twoedollar Wl could trade it for

an all-day lift ticket. Some people com-
plainod, but millions of themn teok up ski-
i in the late 1940 and 19305 because it
waz nonstop, inexpensive freedom. From
the moment you gl on vour shis, you
could keep them moving across the snow
all day long.: Racing down ar riding up, it
maiche o difference; vour skis were wear-
ing the wax off of the bottom of them all
by long

Drave MeCoyv was the king of Lhe rope
tows for o 1ol of vears, . [ He] usisd 1o stirt
those rope (ows al eight in the morning
and run them until i€ woas too dark to ski
That was befure pvervone started suing
everyone elie for the slightest thing and
added a big percentage to the cost of fo-
dhv's Jift ticket

The cost of bailding a rope tow nsed to
b the cost of a junkyird automobile en-
gine; cight or ten nofomobile wheels and
several thousand feet of Mantla hemp,
The ropie in those dnys was Army surplus
and could be found for oz low as ten to
fifieen cents o fool. which translated o
about 2200 for the entire length, Dis-
counting labor, the cost of Building a rope
tow was less than a thousand duollars.
From then on, the rope-low enirepre-
neurs plowed back any rope-tow Licket
carnings o gventually go inte delit and
Build their first chairlift. Then, people
were nip longer tired (rom hanging on toa
rope and they stood in long chairlift lines
and complained absout the wait,

Thase rope tows sure opened up alol of
opportunities for me to muke funny maov-
jes of people trying to hang on to them. 1t
also nllowed me (o learn how (o ski at a
price 1 cotld affard while | wis starting
my ski-film business:

Dhon't et me wroage 1'm not complain-
ing absout the advent of chairlifts: 1 enjoy
thin relaxing ricke, bat 1 o just ae much
fun on the mountain when o roge pulled
me b the top

~Warren Miller
Eastern Sierm Saver. October 2000




MammoTH Tows 1947-1953

From left: Jill Kinmont, Don Banta, and
Bobby Kinmont. Don is wearing snowflake
pins, the coveted awards from FVWSA races.

S
‘18
Five local racers who were named to the 1952 Far West Junior National Team. From left:

coach Dave McCoy, Audra Jo Nichelson, Jill Kinmont, Kenny Lloyd, Dennis Osborn, Bobby
Kinmont.

A New Wave

of Junior Racers

For the 1952 Junior Nationals held
in Winter Park, Colorado, Dave
McCoy borrowed the Lloyd family’s
Packard station wagon to drive the

Dennis Osharn

five Bishop racers who had quali-
fied. Though the racers were disap-
: pointed in their performance, Dave
Kennv Llovd let them know that he was proud of
o them. “If you train, you can win,”
he said as they were driving back to

California, “and with this winter's

heavy snows we'll have lots of time
to ski!”

To everyone’s shock and dismay,
during the summer of 1952

Audra Jo Nicholson contracted
polio and lost the use of her legs.
The promising young skier accepted

her new challenges with a courage

_ that inspired the Bishop community. e
Bobby Kinmont Jill Kinmont
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MammoTH Tows 1947-1953

To service his Weasels that transported skiers between town and the ski area, Dave McCoy bought a $3,000 lot on the south side of Minaret
Road about a block up from Main Street and built his own garage, above, In 2007, the site is by The Village.
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