Dave MeCoy skiing MeGee Mountain, late 1930s,

You don't have to be a winner,
Just a lover of what you're doing.
-Dave McCoy



The Journey South to Mammoth
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The Carringtons clearing the pavement on Conway Summit, 1931, Young Woody Carrington stands on top of the snowbank.
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cMammothi Em'{;.' Skters

Movie crew and the dog team at Mammoth, 1920s.

Tex Cushion
and his Dog Team

In the 1920s, a film company
brought a team of sled dogs to
Mammoth for use in a movie called
Retreat from Napoleon. Without
completing the movie, they left the
dogs with Lloyd Summers at his
hotel. When Tex Cushion wanted
to purchase the dogs but didn’t have
the money, Dr. Rey provided the
funds. Tex and Ruth Cushion then
built the Winter Patrol Station as
their permanent home and used
their dog teams to provide winter
transportation.

Tex Cushion and one of his favorite dogs, Comao.
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ammoth, later called Mammoth Mountain, in the late 1930s,

Mammoth, “The Place to Be”

Ever since I first came to Independence in 1928 when I was twelve years old,
1 knew I wanted to return and make it my home. So when I graduated from
high school in 1935, I worked my way from Washington to California,
planning to be in Independence by fall. On Labor Day weekend, I caught
a ride with a man in Bridgeport who offered to drive me all the way to Bishap
if L didn't mind making a few stops along the way. One of those stops was
Mammoth Lakes. He dropped me off on the edge of town and told me if a
quicker ride came along, I should take it. I waited for 30 minutes and not a
single car came by. But while I was sitting in the warm sun, my plans shifted.

I got a feeling this was the place I was going to be, even though I didn’t know
how or why.

—Dave McCoy
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